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A poll by Pew Research Center found 

that 94 percent of those asked said it 
was easy to vote. Thankfully there ap-
pears to be no path to get the votes 
needed to pass this danger to democ-
racy bill in the Senate. 

MARCH FOR LIFE IS A CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Madam Speaker, later this week, tens 
of thousands of Americans will travel 
to D.C. to take part in the 48th March 
for Life. 

They will not be alone. Across the 
country, Americans will march to their 
State capitals in protest of the Roe v. 
Wade decision. 

This march is a celebration of life. It 
is a march full of joy. It is inspiring, it 
is peaceful, and it is welcoming to all 
who wish to attend. 

Today, it continues to be the largest 
annual human rights demonstration in 
the world. The goal is simple, to cele-
brate life with the hope that one day 
we live in a world where every life is 
celebrated, valued, and protected. 

This year’s theme is equality begins 
in the womb. As Jeanne Mancini, presi-
dent of the March of Life said best, ‘‘As 
our country continues to advance 
along the path to a more just society, 
we cannot ignore the discrimination 
that is taking place against vulnerable 
unborn babies. . . . ’’ 

In the Declaration of Independence, 
Thomas Jefferson penned three 
unalienable rights, life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

As Members of Congress, it is our job 
to uphold those rights. 

Since coming to Congress in 2009, I 
am proud to be a strong proponent of 
standing for life and giving a voice to 
the voiceless. 

Many of my colleagues have intro-
duced legislation to advance the pro- 
life cause. I am proud to cosponsor 
many of these bills, including the 
Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protec-
tion Act, the Defund Planned Parent-
hood Act, the No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion Act, the Sanctity of Human 
Life Act, the Protecting the Dignity of 
the Unborn Children Act, and the Life 
at Conception Act. 

In addition, I proudly stand on this 
House floor advocating for these poli-
cies and thwarting any attacks on the 
unborn. 

Madam Speaker, our country is at a 
turning point. Right now we are experi-
encing the most pro-abortion adminis-
tration in our history. 

For the first time in over four dec-
ades, Democrats removed the Hyde 
amendment from legislation. This 
amendment is a bipartisan agreement 
which prevents direct taxpayer funding 
of abortion and is supported by 77 per-
cent of Americans. 

As pro-abortion advocates continue 
to try to stifle one of our unalienable 
rights, I know this House will continue 
to work tirelessly at the Federal level 
to put the health and safety of women 
and children first. 

As long as the cloud of abortion 
looms over our country, we must con-

tinue to be the shining light for those 
who cannot defend themselves. 

Now I am proud of the brave women, 
men, and children who will travel to 
Washington this week. 

We must always be a voice for the 
voiceless. And we must continue to 
build a culture that values life and re-
spects mothers and their children. 

Ahead of this year’s march, I stand 
here and redouble my commitment to 
protecting the most vulnerable among 
us, the unborn. 
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ADDRESSING YOUTH MENTAL 
HEALTH CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. UNDERWOOD) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Madam Speaker, 
the trauma, disruption, stress, and iso-
lation caused by the COVID–19 pan-
demic has greatly accelerated the men-
tal health crisis facing our young peo-
ple. I have seen this reflected in my 
own community. My alma mater, 
Neuqua Valley High School in 
Naperville, Illinois, has lost two stu-
dents to suicide just this school year. 

These are not isolated events. We are 
seeing the impacts of the youth mental 
health crisis play out in schools and 
communities across my district and 
across the Nation. Lurie Children’s 
Hospital in Chicago has seen the num-
ber of children admitted as a result of 
suicide attempts increase from two to 
three children per month to two to 
three per day. There are now 3,000 chil-
dren on their waitlist for outpatient 
mental healthcare. This is absolutely 
heartbreaking. 

However, I find hope in seeing young 
people in my community stand up in 
the face of tragedy and demand solu-
tions from their schools and govern-
ment officials. They shouldn’t have to 
do this, but they are organizing, par-
ticipating in school board meetings, 
and writing and calling my office. I 
want them to know that I hear them, 
and I am fighting for them. 

This summer, I introduced the Child 
Suicide Prevention and Lethal Means 
Safety Act to invest in educating 
healthcare providers and evidence- 
based youth suicide prevention meas-
ures. It is absolutely critical that we 
act immediately to address the grow-
ing unmet need for more school-based 
mental health providers. 

That is why I am fighting for the 
maximum possible funding through the 
Department of Education for the 
school-based mental health workforce 
in the omnibus appropriations package. 
I am inviting all Members to join this 
bipartisan effort. 

Last month, I was proud to join As-
sistant Speaker KATHERINE CLARK to 
introduce the Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Counseling Act to pro-
vide consistent, long-term funding to 
support schools in hiring more school- 
based mental health providers and 

meet the recommended student-to-pro-
vider ratios. 

As we begin another year of fighting 
the COVID–19 pandemic, we must tar-
get resources toward supporting the 
mental health of kids in school. As 
U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy 
warned in his recent advisory on youth 
mental health: ‘‘It would be a tragedy 
if we beat back one public health crisis 
only to allow another to grow in its 
place.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues in both the House and Senate 
to work together and across the aisle 
to pass legislation, including a fiscal 
year 2022 spending package, that makes 
necessary investments in combating 
the mental health crisis facing young 
people. 

We must seize this critical oppor-
tunity to build better, safer, and more 
supportive environments for our young 
people to grow and thrive. 
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UNDERSTANDING PRESIDENT 
BIDEN’S FAILURES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. MCCLAIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today because I need this Congress 
to understand the failures of President 
Biden as our Nation’s Commander in 
Chief. 

This administration was handed the 
reins to a country that had an economy 
that was ready to bounce back after 
pandemic restrictions, a southern bor-
der that was more secure than any 
other point in our Nation’s history, and 
a foreign policy that had us respected 
around the globe. Instead of simply 
being a caretaker, who ran on being a 
unifying force—and I want to say that 
again; he ran on being a unifying 
force—this President chose to play pol-
itics of division from day one and 
began dismantling all the positive poli-
cies of President Trump. 

In January 2021, the President halted 
construction of the border wall and 
overturned countless immigration poli-
cies that clearly worked. These policies 
stopped dangerous caravans from 
bringing thousands of illegal aliens to 
our southern border. These policies 
protected thousands of illegals from 
the horrors of human trafficking, and 
these policies kept not only our coun-
try’s borders safe but the community 
of the entire world safe as well. 

In this President’s first year, he 
chose to spend trillions of American 
tax dollars on COVID relief. He spent 
those dollars on the backs of our chil-
dren and grandchildren when there was 
nearly a trillion dollars from previous 
relief packages still unspent. 

This wasteful spending that has in-
cluded payments to keep people from 
working has led to our Nation’s supply 
chain disaster and the highest inflation 
in nearly 40 years, not to mention the 
labor shortage that we are facing now. 
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